
Awarded to:    Jessica Mitchell
Reason Chosen:  Day in and day out, Jessica Mitchell goes above and beyond to care for, support, and meet the needs of every student that walks into her classroom.  Jessica 
creates an incredibly welcoming environment in her classroom, always looking to find the best in students.  Jessica always takes the “extra” time to get to know the entire 
background and history of her students to know how to meet them on a social and emotional level. This extra effort and dedication that Jessica brings to her classroom has 
resulted in her being able to reach and impact many students who to others may feel are “unreachable.”
  Jessica spends countless hours reaching out to families, making home visits, and communicating with RED Teams to ensure that her students receive every form of 
support they could need to be sure her students would succeed during the challenging and unusual times these past several years have presented.
 A “typical” day in the LOP program consists of not only teaching, but also feeding, clothing, counseling, and loving. However, there really is no “typical” day for an 
LOP teacher. No day goes as planned, no two days are the same. Jessica has to adjust on a minute-to-minute basis, and she does so without hesitation or delay.  
 Additionally, Jessica is dedicated to advancing and building curriculum and programs for the students in the LOP Program. Jessica has created, established, and 
modified curriculum in her classes to develop an interactive approach to her Science, Health, History and Math classrooms.  Moreover, Jessica has spent time outside of 
school creating opportunities for LOP students to serve at the concession stands, allowing students to further develop academic money math skills and providing an 
opportunity for students to have more social interaction outside of school hours.
 And at the end of that day, Jessica Mitchell is a relentless advocate who has committed her heart and soul to educating the entire student socially, academically, and 
emotionally with compassion and integrity.  She does this without judgment every minute of every day, no matter the time of day or day of the week, and it is for all of 
these reasons, and many more, Jessica Mitchell is incredibly deserving of the Excellence in Education award.
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